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Thoughts from the President 
Lil ly Ledbetter!!!  Although she could not be 

reimbursed for the pay she deserved, she has 

waged a battle to make sure it does not happen to 

others.  When she discovered that she had been 

paid markedly less than her male co-workers, it 

was too late for her to file a complaint.  In order 

to file, she was required to file within six months 

of the unfair wage differentials.  Yes, the law was 

in place, but only if one found out and filed 

within six months. 

Lil lyôs correction to the law was passed by both 

Houses and signed by the President as his first 

signed bill this week.  Lilly will be a major 

speaker at our AAUW Convention in St. Louis 

this June.  I cannot wait to hear her and I hope 

many of you will join me in that audience. 

In another of our closely watched cases, AAUWôs 

Legal Advocacy Fund helped Sherry Towers win 

her case of sexual discrimination against Stony 

Brook University.  You can read about it at 

www.aauw.org/advocacy/laf/cases/towersvSUNY.

cfm. 

On March 5, there will be a showing of A 
Powerful Noise, ñthe impact of one voice, the 

power of many.ò  This film is being shown at 400 

theaters through the partnership of AAUW and 

CARE.  A town hall meeting will be held 

immediately following.  It will be shown at 

Tinseltown in Grapevine beginning at 6:30.  I 

hope many of us will join together to attend.  

Tickets go on sale on Jan. 30. 

We are also invited to the 2009 National 

Conference for College Women Student Leaders 

at the University of Maryland on June 4-6.  It is 

presented by AAUW and NASPA.  We are active 

where it matters. 

With the able direction of Donna Baumgartner 

and the help of Kathy Hartzler and Pat Lucas, our 

gifts to the faculty of KEYS amounted to so much 

that the Principal had to apply for permission 

from the school district to accept it ï it was 

accepted.  Furthermore, Pat Lucas and Nelda 

Rogers are going to give the teachers a Valentine 

surprise ï not going to be specific because we may 

get the benefit of an ñover-runò at our next 

meeting! 

Weôve had a busy January and 

February looks well filled ï read on 

for all the particulars.  Hope to see 

all of you often. 

Pat Wachter  

www.aauw.org/advocacy/laf/cases/towersvSUNY.cfm
www.aauw.org/advocacy/laf/cases/towersvSUNY.cfm
http://www.apowerfulnoise.org/
http://www.apowerfulnoise.org/
http://www.apowerfulnoise.org/
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February Branch Meeting 
Our February Branch meeting will address 

the topic of Patient Advocacy.  Our own 

Margaret Martin and Barbara Brasco will 

offer sound advice on this timely topic that 

just might prove to make any doctor/ 

hospital visit more comfortable, not only 

for the patient, but for the family.  Please 

join us on Saturday, February 14, at 9:30 

am at Martin United Methodist Church in 
Bedford for this informative presentation.  
Donna Baumgartner & Deena Marra 

VP Program Co-Chairs 

PPuuzzZZLL ee dd   

bbyy  CChh aann ggii nn gg  HH eeaall tt hh ccaarr ee??      
Are YOU an advocate for a family member or 
friend? 

Challenged by lack of responsiveness, not able to 
get what you need? 

Plan to attend the February 14th AAUW program 
How to be a Patient Advocate to hear Barbara 
and Margaret: 

1. Who is responsible?   To whom should I 
communicate, complain? 

2. What should I do if my pain med is not 
working? 

3. This pill makes me sick and I donôt want it 
anymore.  What can I do? 

4. They plan to send Mama home 
tomorrowé.éYikes!é..now what do I do? 

5. They wonôt tell me what is wrong with Susie, 
how do I get them to talk with me? 

6. I complained, they listened, nothing 
changedé..now what do I do? 

7. I need to see my doctor but the earliest 
appointment I can get is 2 weeks away. How 
can I see him today? 

Bring YOUR questions on Saturday, February 14, 
9:30 am at Martin United Methodist Church in 
Bedford. 

Margaret Martin & Barbara Brasco 

Meeting Coordinators 

2008-2010 Officers 

President Pat Wachter 

Program VPs Donna Baumgartner & Dena Marra 

Membership VPs Janet Key & Pat Boeckenstedt 

Educational Foundation 
VP & Legal Advocacy 

Fund 
Lynn Doyle & Marie Iervolino 

Secretary Dixie Christian 

VP- Finance Meg Sprenkle & Gloria Long 

Cultural 
Jean Dodds (Committee: Georgia 

Kidwell, Pat Cheong, Margie Poole & 
Florence Wallace) 

Education / KEYS 
Donna Baumgartner & Kathy Hartzler 
(Committee: Nelda Rogers, Georgia 
Kidwell, Pat Lucas) 

Historian Georgia Kidwell 

Hospitality 

Debbie Ryan & Rosemary Jobe 
(Committee: Florence Wallace, Nelda 
Rogers, Marie Iervolino, Lynn Doyle, & 
Pat Lucas) 

Interbranch Council Martha Matthews 

Newsletter Editor Belinda Hargrove 

Parliamentarian Martha Mathews 

Public policy Georgia Kidwell & Mary Lou Bass 

Publicity Carol King 

Photographer Linda Adams 

Yearbook 
Gloria Long, Martha Matthews & Meg 
Sprenkle 

Gourmet 
Lynn Milner (Committee: Barbara 

Brasco, Pat Wachter, Anna Holzer, & 
Kathy Anthon) 

Literature Pat Lucas 

Webmaster George Anthon 

For membership information, contact Janet Key (817) 581-9988 
or Pat Boeckenstedt (817) 864-9207, pgb1225@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Northeast Tarrant AAUW Newsletter publishes this newsletter 
each month (except in June & July) and each member receives it 
via e-mail. Deadline for articles for publication is the last day 
of each month. Please e-mail articles to 
bhargrove@transsolutions.com. 
 
The Northeast Tarrant AAUW Branch Newsletter and e-mail list is 
reserved for AAUW news and business only. Directory 
information is for the use of the Branch, State, and Association for 
AAUW purposes only. 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=martin+united+methodist+church,+bedford,+tx&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=32.197599,55.810547&ie=UTF8&ll=32.849596,-97.120943&spn=0.016657,0.031242&z=15
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=martin+united+methodist+church,+bedford,+tx&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=32.197599,55.810547&ie=UTF8&ll=32.849596,-97.120943&spn=0.016657,0.031242&z=15
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Young Womenõs 

Summit 
There will be a short meeting of 
the YWS committee after the 
branch meeting on February 14th.  By that time 
we should have brochures to deliver to the local 
high schools.  We have many schools in our 
area to draw from, so far only Trinity, 
Colleyville Heritage, Fort Worth Christian, 
MacArthur, Irving and the schools in Granbury, 
Lipan and Tolar have contacts.  Please be 
thinking about which school you could adopt.  
We also need someone to distribute flyers to 
Colleyville Library. 

Gloria Long 
Young Womenôs Summit Chair 

Bridge Group 
The Bridge group will meet 
on Thursday, February 26th, 
at 7pm in the home of 
Martha Matthews, 3122 
Woodland Heights Circle, 

Colleyville.  Please let Martha know if you are 
planning to attend. 

Gloria Long 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Donna Baumgartner ð Teacher of the Year 

 for Harwood Junior High 
Donna Baumgartner has been selected by the 
faculty as the Teacher of the Year at Harwood 
Junior (HEBISD) for 2008 - 2009.   In her third 
year at Harwood, Donna teaches 7th Grade English 
and 7th Grade Advanced Academics/Gifted and 
Talented students.  She has been noted in Whoõs 
Who Among Americaõs Teachers 2004 and was 
runner up HEB District Secondary Teacher of the 
Year 2004.  Donna also serves on the HEB 
Curriculum Writing Committee for 7th Grade 
English, and has been published on the Core 
Knowledge National Website with her lesson plan 
titl ed, òVoices from the Holocaust,ó presented at 
the National Convention in Atlanta in 2004.   

How about an òapple for the teacher!ó 

KEYS News 

Our December Wishing Tree Project for KEYS 
was a huge and generous success!  Walmart 
Gift Cards [value $720] and Sonic $5 Snack 
cards for Faculty and Staff [$150] were 
delivered to Dr. June Jacoby, Principal, and 
Elaine Vaughn, Counselor, on Wednesday, 
January 21.  ²Ŝ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ άǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ {ŀƴǘŀΗέΣ ŀƴŘ 
they were thrilled with this donation!  Dr. 
Jacoby has requested our gift be accepted to 
the HEB School Board, and with their approval 
to accept such a generous donation, will send 
a thank you note early next month.  Also, with 
a tear in her eye, Dr. Jacoby   wanted me to 
immediately thank each of you in our Branch 
for this generous donation.  This was a truly 
generous, worthwhile, and successful project!   

Please note:  As the economy wanes, more and 
more of the KEYS Kids find themselves in need.  
Your generosity is most appreciated!  As 
second semester arrived, the staff gave out the 
last of the school supplies we donated in 
August. Currently there are several 
opportunities to provide baby supplies to KEYS 
ς items such as nursery furniture and supplies, 
diapers, and toys.  If you stumble across a 
resource, you might check with KEYS and see if 
it is an item they can use.  Thank you to each 
of you in NE Tarrant County Branch for your 
charitable donation and giving spirit!   

For February, to show our love to the KEYS 
faculty and staff, this committee will deliver 
Valentine Cupcakes baked by Pat Lucas and 
Nelda Rogers on Friday, February 13. 

We will continue to hold a KEYS Raffle at our 
branch meetings, and look forward to raising 
monies for the $500 KEYS Scholarship and the 
Faculty Appreciation Luncheon we host in 
May.  Thanks in advance for your generous 
contributions. 

Donna Baumgartner 
KEYS Chair 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3122+woodland+heights+circle,++colleyville,+tx&sll=32.849596,-97.120943&sspn=0.01799,0.026221&ie=UTF8&ll=32.865782,-97.117381&spn=0.018276,0.038452&t=h&z=15
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3122+woodland+heights+circle,++colleyville,+tx&sll=32.849596,-97.120943&sspn=0.01799,0.026221&ie=UTF8&ll=32.865782,-97.117381&spn=0.018276,0.038452&t=h&z=15
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3122+woodland+heights+circle,++colleyville,+tx&sll=32.849596,-97.120943&sspn=0.01799,0.026221&ie=UTF8&ll=32.865782,-97.117381&spn=0.018276,0.038452&t=h&z=15
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3122+woodland+heights+circle,++colleyville,+tx&sll=32.849596,-97.120943&sspn=0.01799,0.026221&ie=UTF8&ll=32.865782,-97.117381&spn=0.018276,0.038452&t=h&z=15
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òWho, being loved, is 
poor?ó 

     ~Oscar Wilde 

Literature Group 
February 19 ð Susan Zadeh will 

review òThe Madonnas of 

Leningrad.ó Location for the 

meeting is Susanõs home, 301 

Inverness Drive, Trophy Club, Tx 

76262. 

The Literature group meetings are at 7:30 PM 

on the third Thursday of each month. Please 

come and join us even if you have not read the 

book.   

Remember that if you order from Amazon.com 

through the AAUW website, a portion of the 

proceeds go to AAUW!  

Pat Lucas 
Literature Group Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Website Updated 
Our web address is still the same 
(http://www.aauwnetarrant.org) but our new 
website has some new features.  Our new 
webmaster, Lori Kaspar, will present a short 
demonstration on these features at the Feb. 
14 meeting. 
AAUW Forum - Members now have an 
online discussion board.  Committee 
chairwomen may want to post news related 
to their committee work.  Members may want 
to post discussion questions.  Members 
must be registered to use the forum.  Click 
on òAAUW Forumó and the site will ask for 
your information.  Lori will receive an email 
and once she approves you, you will be 
able to access the forum. 
Photo Album ð Please email Lori any 
AAUW photos you would like posted.   
Separate pages for KEYS, Lit Group, YWS, 
EF/LAF - If there are any additional pages 
you would like to have, email Lori with your 
suggestions. 
Thanks to George Anthon for his assistance 
in helping Lori transition into the 
webmaster position.  He was very patient in 
answering her questions and helping her 
with various problems.  Thanks, George, for 
your many years of service as our 
webmaster! 

Lori Kaspar 
Webmaster 

LIT GROUP Schedule at a glance 

February 19   

Book: ñThe Madonnas of Leningradò  

Author: Debra Dean 

Reviewer: Susan Zadeh 

Hostess : Susan Zadeh, 817-430-9797 
  
March 19 ñPeople of the Bookò 

 by Geraldine Brooks 
April  16 ñWalter Benjamin at the Dairy 

Queenéò 

 by Larry McMurtry 
May 21 ñDreams from My Fatheréò 

 by Barack Obama 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=301+Inverness+Drive,+Trophy+Club,+Tx+76262&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=33.214763,40.957031&ie=UTF8&ll=32.989912,-97.170467&spn=0.009125,0.019226&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=301+Inverness+Drive,+Trophy+Club,+Tx+76262&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=33.214763,40.957031&ie=UTF8&ll=32.989912,-97.170467&spn=0.009125,0.019226&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=301+Inverness+Drive,+Trophy+Club,+Tx+76262&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=33.214763,40.957031&ie=UTF8&ll=32.989912,-97.170467&spn=0.009125,0.019226&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=301+Inverness+Drive,+Trophy+Club,+Tx+76262&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=33.214763,40.957031&ie=UTF8&ll=32.989912,-97.170467&spn=0.009125,0.019226&t=h&z=16
http://www.aauwnetarrant.org/
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òI don't understand why Cupid was 

chosen to represent Valentine's Day. 

When I think about romance, the last 

thing on my mind is a short, chubby 

toddler coming at me with a weapon.ó 
- Author Unknown  

Cultural/Gourmet for February 

Singing, Dancing and Dying 

Saturday, February 21  

7:0 0pm 

Old Bedford School  
2400 School Lane  

Bedford, TX  76021  

 

"Roll out the red carpet! Get your 

cameras ready! The stars are coming out 

tonight! Who's on the guest list? You'll 

see the legendary Mariah Houston: the 

great opera singer Antonio Prosscutto; 

pop stars Brittany Swords and Lance 

Timberpond; Grace Slipped, Lead singer 

of the band Jeffersonian Helicopter, 

and punk rocker Johnny Terrible! Is it 

the Grammy Awards? No, it's MURDER!"  

 
Ticket Prices:  $70 per couple  

 $40 per individual  

 $35 per Senior  

Please either call or email Barbara 

Brasco (babrasco@att.net , 817-685 -

5919, 1404 Storm Ct. E , Bedford, TX 

76022 ) by February 11 to sign up as she 

is coordinating this event. We went as a 

group a couple of years ago, and i t was a 

very popular event.  
Jean Dodds 

Cultural Chair 

 

 

Van Cliburn 
The Thirteenth Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competition will 
be held May 22 - June 7, 2009 in Fort 
Worth at Bass Hall.  In preparation for 
the competition, Screening Auditions 
are being held around the world in 
places such as Shanghai, China, 
Hannover, Germany, St. Petersburg, 
Russia, Lugano, Switzerland, and New 
York City. 

The last audition will take 
place in Fort Worth at TCU 
- Ed Landreth Auditorium 
on February 21-24, 2009.  
The sessions are at 2:00 pm 
and 7:30 pm and are free 
and open to the public. 

Several members of the 
Northeast Tarrant County Branch are 
ushering for this event: 

They are :         Anna Holzer 
                          Georgia Kidwell 
                          Janet and Jim Key 
                          Marilyn Matthews 
 
All branch members are invited to 
attend any of the eight sessions the 
weekend of February 21. 
 

Claudia Foreman 
Cliburn Screening Usher Chairman  

 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_we_had_no_winter-the_spring_would_not_be_so/12713.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_we_had_no_winter-the_spring_would_not_be_so/12713.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_we_had_no_winter-the_spring_would_not_be_so/12713.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_we_had_no_winter-the_spring_would_not_be_so/12713.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_we_had_no_winter-the_spring_would_not_be_so/12713.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_we_had_no_winter-the_spring_would_not_be_so/12713.html
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=old+bedford+school,+2400+school+lane,+bedford,+tx&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=35.273162,78.75&ie=UTF8&ll=32.845234,-97.137895&spn=0.00914,0.019226&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=old+bedford+school,+2400+school+lane,+bedford,+tx&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=35.273162,78.75&ie=UTF8&ll=32.845234,-97.137895&spn=0.00914,0.019226&t=h&z=16
mailto:babrasco@att.net
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=ed+landreth+auditorium+fort+worth&sll=32.72166,-97.379637&sspn=0.034444,0.007038&ie=UTF8&ll=32.726714,-97.343674&spn=0.036608,0.076904&t=h&z=14&iwloc=B
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=ed+landreth+auditorium+fort+worth&sll=32.72166,-97.379637&sspn=0.034444,0.007038&ie=UTF8&ll=32.726714,-97.343674&spn=0.036608,0.076904&t=h&z=14&iwloc=B
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=ed+landreth+auditorium+fort+worth&sll=32.72166,-97.379637&sspn=0.034444,0.007038&ie=UTF8&ll=32.726714,-97.343674&spn=0.036608,0.076904&t=h&z=14&iwloc=B
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Branch Meeting Schedule for 

2008-2009 
February 14, 2009 ï Saturday -- 9:30 a.m. 

Location: Martin United Methodist Church 
Program: How to be a Patient Advocate ï 

Medical Awareness 
March 12, 2009 ï Thursday ï 6:30 p.m. 

Location: North Richland Hills Library 
Program: Update on Tarrant County 

Public Transportation Issues 
April 18, 2009 ï Saturday ï 9:30 a.m. 

Location: Martin United Methodist Church 
Program: Work-Related Issues Facing 

Todayôs Families 
 Texas Tech Presenter 

May 9, 2009 ï Saturday ï 9:30 a.m. 
Location: Martin United Methodist Church 
Program: Computer & Internet Safety 

June 7, 2009 ï Sunday ï 3:00 p.m. 
Location: TBA  
Program: Annual Program Planning 

Board Meeting Dates ï 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 10 
Monday, March 9 

Tuesday, April 7 
Tuesday, May 5 

 

Unless otherwise 
noted, all branch 

meetings are held at 
Martin United 

Methodist Church - 
2621 Bedford Road, 

Bedford, Texas 76021 

Educational Foundation / Legal 

Advocacy Fund 
As you may know, the AAUW Legal Advocacy 
Fund, a program of the AAUW Educational 
Foundation, works to combat sex 
discrimination through strategic litigation, 
community and campus outreach programs, an 
on line resource library, online advocacy tools, 
and research reports. 

Recently, a plaintiff supported by the Legal 
Advocacy Fund settled a sex discrimination 
lawsuit against Stony Brook University in 
Long Island, New York to the mutual 
satisfaction of all parties. 

Sherry Towers, a postdoctoral research scientist 
employed by the University's physics 
department until 2005, lost her job after 
complaining about discriminatory behavior she 

says was displayed by her immediate supervisor. 
According to her complaint, Tower's supervisor 
became hostile toward her when she told him 
she was pregnant and needed to work fewer 
hours following the birth of her second child. 
She alleges that she was effectively fired in 
retaliation for complaining to the department 
head. 

In December 2004, Towers sued under Title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits 
employment discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, sex, national origin, and religion. She 
also said her rights were violated under the 
Family & Medical Leave Act. In April, Towers, 
a member of AAUW, addressed the AAUW 
state convention in Florida. She stated that she 
believed the support from AAUW was a critical 
aid in bringing her case to a resolution that was 
satisfactory to all parties and was grateful for 
the emotional support of the many AAUW 
members who took a personal interest in her 
case. 

In a more recent settlement (January 29,2009), 
AAUW applauds President Barack Obama for 
signing his first piece of real legislation, the 
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, which restores 
the long standing interpretations of civil rights 
laws and EEOC policies that allow employees to 
challenge any discriminatory paycheck they 
receive. 

Lilly Ledbetter is perhaps the best-known face 
of pay equity. She worked for nearly two 
decades at the Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
Company in AL. Despite receiving top 
performance awards, Ledbetter discovered that 
she had been paid significantly less than male 
co-workers with the same job. After her 
retirement in November, 1998, she filed suit 
under the Civil Rights Act & was awarded back 
pay. However the US Supreme Court not only 
erased Ledbetter's award, but also left women, 
minorities, and others in Ledbetter's situation 
with virtually no recourse to pay 
discrimination. President Obama rescinded 
these actions by signing the Lilly Ledbetter 
Fair Pay Act. 

Many in AAUW, feel this victory has energized 
us into helping us close the wage gap. 

Lynn Doyle and Marie Iervolino 
VP's EF/LAF 

http://www.mapquest.com/mq/4-WH6PSZZ1MlEV4wWvuQcK

